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INTRODUCTION 

China aster (Callistephus chinensis) is an ornamental plant, 

well known for its bright, varied flowers. This family 

Asteraceae flower is indigenous to East Asia, in particular 

China, where it has been cultivated for hundreds of years. Its 

versatility and beauty have made it one of the favorite plants 

for gardeners and flower enthusiasts all over the world. 

 

 

 
  

Botanical Characteristics 

China aster is an annual crop, growing to a height of 30-90 

cm. It has following characteristics: 

Leaves: Alternate, ovate to lanceolate with serrated edge. 

Flowers: Single, semi-double, double, large and showy, 

white, pink, purple color to red and blue. Resemble 

chrysanthemums. 

Roots: Fibrous root system enables it to grow upright on its 

own. 
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Varieties and Hybrids 

There are many varieties of China Aster, classified according to the following: 

Flower Form: Pompon, quill, or chrysanthemum-like 

Height: Dwarf (15-20 cm), medium (30-60 cm), and tall (above 60 cm) 

Flowering Season: Early, mid, and late varieties to extend flowering seasons. 

 

 
 
Cultivation Practices 

1. Climate and Soil 

Climate: The China aster prefers a temperate 

to tropical climate. It grows well in a 

temperature range of 20-25°C. 

Soil: Well-drained sandy loam or clay loam 

with a pH of 6.0-7.5 is ideal. Rich organic 

content enhances its growth. 

2. Propagation 

It is propagated through seeds that are sown in 

seedbeds or trays. 

Transplant the seedlings when they have 2-3 

true leaves, spacing them at 20-30 cm. 

3. Irrigation 

It should be watered frequently, especially 

during dry spells. Avoid waterlogging as this 

may cause root rot. 

4. Manuring and Fertilization 

Use well-decomposed compost or farmyard 

manure during soil preparation. 

A balanced dose of nitrogen, phosphorus, and 

potassium (NPK) fertilizers is good for healthy 

growth and rich blooms. 

5. Pest and Disease Management 

Pests: Aphids and whiteflies can cause 

damage to the plant. Neem oil or insecticidal 

soaps may be used for control. 

Diseases: Fusarium wilt and powdery mildew 

are often problems. Adequate air circulation 

and application of fungicides when necessary 

is important. 

Landscaping and Uses 

China aster's various colors and forms make it 

a versatile choice for: 

Gardens: Ideal for borders, flower beds, and 

rock gardens. 

Cut Flowers: Long-lasting blooms are perfect 

for bouquets and floral arrangements. 

Commercial Culture: It is widely produced 

for sale in local as well as foreign markets. 

Cultural Implications 

China aster often represents love, patience, and 

elegance. This flower is used a lot in the 

wedding and festival ceremonies to add that 

beauty and shine to those celebrations. 

 

CONCLUSION 

China aster is a gardener's joy, with its 

kaleidoscope of colors and shapes. Its ease of 

growth, coupled with its ornamental value, 

ensures its constant popularity. Whether it 

decorates a home garden or a grand event, 

China aster never fails to leave an impression. 

  


